The Trentonian

Posted on Thu, Mar 13, 2008 

Couple claims Jesus Christ on their door
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EAST WINDSOR — The apparent likeness of Jesus Christ, which mysteriously materialized on a bedroom door here 10 years ago, lately has been declared “a miracle” by a Pentecostal bishop.

The religious imagery appears intrinsic to the grain of a common pine wood door of the bedroom in the typical suburban home of Jerry and Wendy Divock, the parents of three grown children.

“I honestly believe it is supernatural. Absolutely,” said Dr. Philip Bonaparte, a local internist, serving as bishop to four area Church of God denomination churches.

Bonaparte, who has showed power point photographs of the door at his church, insists the image couldn’t have been hoaxed.
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“The image is not tampered. It’s not like anybody tampered with it. It’s just in the natural wood, and the image seems to keep getting better,” said Bonaparte, who also pastors the New Hope Church of God on old York Road here.

What makes the door miracle even more compelling is that its owner and chief supporter is Jewish. Jerry Divock grew up in a Reformed Jewish congregation, though he hasn’t attended synagogue in a long time.

Divock said he decided to go public with his family’s miracle yesterday because he felt it was finally time to share with the public “something this significant.”

It is, after all, the Lenten season, the period of penance leading up to the Christian celebration of Easter, which this year falls on March 23.

The 63-year-old business consultant doesn’t claim the door has inspired him to convert to Christianity. He considers himself a believer in God, but says his faith has always been more abstract and personal than ritualistic and dogmatic.

The same can be said for his wife of 15 years, Wendy, who only rarely practices the Christian faith she learned growing up on the Caribbean island of Trinidad.

“I believed in God, yeah, but this has been like a wake-up call,” she said.

Divock says his wife is too modest, crediting her positive spiritual energy for drawing the divine force that somehow superimposed the image.

“My wife was lying in bed this one morning 10 years ago with her eyes closed and all of a sudden she felt a light touch on her face. She thought it was me, but I was in the other room,” Divock said.

Wendy laughs a little, saying she had no forewarning of what was coming. “That’s right. I had a cold that day and was lying down, just relaxing.”

When she opened her eyes, there it was — a face resembling the image that most artists through the ages have favored in trying to depict the Christian ideal of God-made-man.

“We have lived in this house for years and never saw anything like that before on that or any other door or fixture,” Divock said. “The image gets more distinct as time goes on.”

He said the house isn’t haunted, or in any other way disturbed by supernatural forces.

No description of Jesus of Nazareth exists either in historic or scriptural text. Divock acknowledges that.

But both the Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches, the main Christian authorities in antiquity through the middle ages, have informally encouraged belief in apparitions, particularly those attributed to saints experiencing religious epiphanies.

And in a vast number of those, the saints reported seeing the image of Christ as a non-threatening but intense male countenance, framed by long dark hair and a beard.

It is such an image that has subtly woven itself into the fabric of the Divock’s door. Its surface, the owner swears, bears no sign of paints, dyes, etching, crafting or any other such contrivance.

Divock hastened to add he hadn’t recently done anything to home infrastructure that would have changed temperatures to warp or otherwise distort the wood.

Having done years of research on apparitions since the image materialized, Divock knows all about the hokey hoaxes, wherein Jesus and Elvis are said to appear on, say, a grilled cheese sandwich in some flyover state backwater.

But he has also studied some cases that even serious church elders revere, such as the weeping portrait of Jesus that hangs in the Bethlehem Church of the Nativity. Ironically, this so-called miracle also appeared first to a non-Christian — a 60-year-old Muslim woman.

Ultimately, Divock fell upon an ironic little miracle story offering the kind of coincidence that causes skeptics to shrug but seekers to sigh.

Lore has it that a statue of Christ’s mother cries on a regular basis from her perch in a convent school in a little town called Diego Martin on the island of Trinidad.

“As a little girl,” he said, “that’s where Wendy went to school.”

The Divocks say they may donate the door as an icon to Bonaparte’s church, fearing seekers may descend on their home en masse and turn faith into fanaticism. 

For more, see the Divock’s Web site www.jesusinthedoor.com.
